
Nyt pragtværk om de danske 
ekspeditioner til Mongoliet

I 1930’erne, midt under den kinesiske borgerkrig og Japans 
besættelse af Kina, tog forfatteren og etnografen Henning 
Haslund-Christensen på to enestående ekspeditioner til Indre 
Mongoliet. Haslund og hans to danske rejsefæller var de eneste 
udlændinge, der fik adgang til det afsondrede område, og deres 
dokumentation af livet hos mongolske hyrder er helt unik. 

Among Herders of Inner Mongolia fortæller historien om ildsjælen Hen-
ning Haslund-Christensen og om ekspeditionens rute og målsætning, 
men også via breve og dagbøger om deltagernes personlige oplevelser 
af de vanskelige forhold i Mongoliet. Danskerne indsamlede hverdag-
sting som dragter, redskaber, skakbrikker og telte, samt medicinmænds 
dragter og andet udstyr. I bogen er der derfor også et udførligt katalog 
over den berømte samling af flere end 2.600 genstande fra Indre Mongo-
liet, som i dag findes på Nationalmuseet i København.

Bogen indeholder en guldbrube af historiske fotos fra de to ekspeditio-
ner og nye fotos af de mange genstande i kataloget. Værket præsenteres 
på Nationalmuseet tirsdag den 26. september kl. 15-17 i Festsalen.

Om forfatteren
Christel Braae er antropolog og har primært arbejdet i Den Arabiske 
Golf. Siden 1997 har hun været ansat som museumsinspektør på Etno-
grafisk Samling på Nationalmuseet.

Om serien
Dette er sidste bind Carlsbergfondets Nomadeprojekt, som med antro-
pologen Ida Nicolaisen som hovedredaktør har publiceret en lang række 
store danske ekspeditioner blandt nomadekulturer.
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The Haslund-Christensen Collection 
at the National Museum of Denmark
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Christel Braae, anthropologist, PhD

Christel Braae conducted fieldwork
in Tunisia in 1976-1977 and in 1989-
1990 in the Arab Gulf Countries of
Bahrain, Kuwait, The United Arab
Emirates and Oman. During this
time she collected objects for the
Moes gaard Museum in Denmark.
Prior to this she worked for three

years in Bahrain as a consultant to the National Museum, which
opened in 1989. She has published in the fields of Middle Eastern
studies and on museums and heri tage, and between 1998 and
2006 she was editor of FOLK. Journal of the Danish Ethnographic Society.
In 2009-2010 she curated the exhibition Sharjah – Contemporary Arts
from the Emirates at the Danish National Museum. Since 1997 she
has has worked here in the Ethnographic Department, specializ-
ing in collections from the Middle East and from Central and
Inner Asia.
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mongol costumes
Henny Harald Hansen
With 240 illustrations, 57 in colour

mongol jewelry
Martha Boyer
With 200 illustrations, 90 in colour

tibetan nomads
Schuyler Jones
With 280 illustrations, 100 in colour

P
h

o
to

: 
R

o
b

er
to

 F
o

rt
u

n
a

the carlsberg fondation’s nomad research project
Editor-in-Chief Ida Nicolaisen, NIAS, University of Copenhagen 

among herders of inner mongolia 
Christel Braae

This is a study of a unique collection of Inner Mongolian artefacts
at the National Museum of Denmark. They are described, ana -
lysed and visually presented in a catalogue of more than 800
items, documenting the daily life of pastoral society in and
around the tent, in the herding of the animals, in caravan trade
and in hunting, crafts, sports and games, and in ritual life. The
objects were collected during two expeditions to Inner Mongolia
in the 1930s led by the Danish author Henning Haslund-Chris-
tensen, who had many years’ experience of travel and expedition
life in Mongolia. 

The book is also a detailed account of the expeditions including
their routes, means and measures, as well as the worries and
hopes of the participants, their struggles with scientific aspira-
tions, and the conditions for collecting against the backdrop of
the Chinese civil war and the Japanese occupation. The First and
Second Danish Expeditions to Central Asia took place in 1936-1937
and 1938-1939 respectively. These expeditions were the sole for-
eign parties with access to the area at the time, and therefore
their members were among the few observers of Inner Mongo-
lian pastoral society at a time when information was scant and
knowledge of the place fragmented – as is in many ways still the
case.  Hence, the material objects and data obtained are of great
scientific importance in the documentation of the life and ma-
terial culture of Inner Mongolian herders in the 1930s.

With 748 illustrations, 277 in colour. 

Cover: Chess pieces from Cat. no. 565. Photo by Roberto Fortuna. 


