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Old men remain an understudied group in 
the gerontological literature, despite their 
significance to demographic development.

Among the elderly, the proportion of old 
men living alone is rapidly rising. This book 
is an anthology of different perspectives on 
“The Old Man.” It treats ideas about the old 
man throughout Western cultural history, 
presents the first studies on the very old 
man, and contains a personal account of 
becoming an old man.

It also discusses a wide variety of important 
topics including alcohol as a prism for 
male aging; the old man and sexuality, 
digitization, and masculinities; historical 
differences in poverty patterns; and the 
single old man as lonely or just living alone.

The contributing researchers come from 
disciplines as diverse as psychology, 
philosophy, theology, anthropology, health, 
and gender studies. Together they offer a 
comprehensive view of this  
long overlooked group.
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We encountered stereotypical 
understandings of these older men, including 
our own presumptions that they might 
have withdrawn from society and become 
resigned to a state of being devoid of agency. 
Most notable among the preconceptions we 
met was the curious experience that people 
always seemed to assume our study was 
about loneliness, though our project title 
emphasized a rather neutral description of 
living arrangements. Or so we thought. The 
fact that solitude seems to be unfathomable 
as anything but loneliness sharpened our 
attention to the possible ways in which the 
men in our study might reject the cultural 
imaginaries in which they were inscribed.
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